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SUBJECT: DELAY IN TRANSFER OE MINISTER OE REPUBLIC IRKS AZOREAN 
REGIONAL GOVERNMENT 

REF: PONTA DELGADA 0552(DTG 21 1209Z DEC 77) 

1 . THE AZOREAN REGIONAL GOVERNMENT (RGA) HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY 
CONCERNED AND IMPATIENT WITH THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT'S DELAY IN 
REMOVING THE MINISTER OE THE REPUBLIC EOR THE AZORES GENERAL GALVAO DE 

EIGUEREIDO. ALTHOUGH THE MINISTER'S TRANSEER TO THE PRESIDENCY OE THE 

SUPREME MILITARY TRIBUNAL WAS ANNOUNCED EARLY LAST DECEMBER, THE RGA 
NOW SUSPECTS THAT HIS ALLEGED IMPLICATION IN THE "EDMUNDO PEDRO" 
ILLEGAL ARMS AEEAIR WHEN SERVING AS VICE CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE 
PORTUGUESE ARMED FORCES IN 1975 MAY HAVE PERSUADED PRESIDENT BANES NOT 

TO GO AHEAD WITH THIS APPOINTMENT, OR AT LEAST TO DELAY IT CONSIDERABLY. 

IE HE DOESN’T GO TO THE TRIBUNAL, GALVAO WOULD BE EORCED TO RETIRE IN 
JULY WHEN HE TURNS 58, AND THE RGA BEARS HE WOULD SIMPLY BE LEET TO 
MARK TIME IN THE AZORES UNTIL THEN. 
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2. RGA PRESIDENT MOTA AMARAL HAS SAID PRIVATELY THAT HE BINDS THE 
PROSPECT OE SUFEERING THROUGH EOUR MORE MONTHS OE THE MINISTER'S 
PRESENCE IN THE AZORES TO BE "INTOLERABLE". MOTA AMARAL IS CONVINVCED 

THAT THE MINISTER IS DOING ALL HE CAN TO POISON RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
RGA AND LISBON, WHICH MOTA AMARAL AND OTHERS IN THE RGA NOW RECOGNIZE 
THE II CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT HAS DEMONSTRATED A DESIRE TO IMPROVE 
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WHILE SUCH A PERVERSE VIEW OE THE MINISTERS MOTIVATIONS MAY NOT BE 
JUSTIEIED, IT DOES DEMONSTRATE THE DEPTH OP DISTRUST AND ANTIPATHY 
PELT BY THE RGA OFPICIALS TOWARDS HIM. IT ALSO EXPLAINS WHY MOTA 
AMARAL DECIDED TO SEND PRESIDENT EANES A CLEAR MESSAGE OF THE RGA'S 
OBJECTION TO THE MINISTER'S CONTINUED PRESENCE IN THE FORM OF A 
REGIONAL PSD POLITICAL COMMISSION CONDEMNATION OF THE MINISTER'S 
INTERVENTION IN INTERNAL REGIONAL MATTERS AND PARTISAN SUPPORT OF THE 
REGIONAL PS. MOTA AMARAL HAS ALSO SAID PRIVATELY THAT IF THE 
MINISTER DOES NOT GO SOON, HE MAY DIRECT THE REGIONAL ASSEMBLY TO 
DECLARE HIM PERSONA NON GRATA IN THE REGION. WHILE OF NO LEGAL 
CONSEQUENCE, SUCH A STEP MIGHT HAVE IMPORTANT NEGATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
FOR FUTURE RGA/GOP RELATIONS. 

3. THE RGA RECOGNIZES THAT PRESIDENT EANES IS HAVING GREAT DIFFICULT 
Y 

IN FINDING A SUITABLE REPLACEMENT FOR GALVAO WHO IS WILLING TO ACCEPT 
THE POSITION. THIS IS IN PART BECAUSE AT THIS POINT IN RGA/GOP 
RELATIONS, THE POSITION COULD PROVE DAMAGING TO ANYONE WITH HIGHER 
ASPERATIONS, BUT PRINCIPALLY BECAUSE THE MINISTER BY HIS ATTITUDE 
AND ACTION HAS SO TARNISHED THE IMAGE OF HIS OFFICE IN THE EYES OF 
THE 

AZOREAN PUBLIC AND THE RGA THAT A SUCCESSOR WOULD HAVE TO OVERCOME A 
HUGE RESERVOIR OF LOCAL ILL WILL AND SKEPTICISM. HOWEVER, THE RGA 
WOULD 

JUST AS SOON BE RID OF GALVAO AND ABSORB THE GAP UNTIL LISBON FINDS 
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A SUCCESSOR. 

MACK 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PROVINCE, AZORES, PERSONNEL MOVEMENTS, PUBLIC ATTITUDES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 16 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PONTA00183 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 19-0222 

Format: TEL 
From: PONTA DELGADA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780360/aaaabyor.tel 

Line Count: 96 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f6f2a1c5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 PONTA DELGADA 552 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3308768 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DELAY IN TRANSFER OF MINISTER OF REPUBLIC IRKS AZOREAN REGIONAL GOVERNMENT 
TAGS: PINT, PO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f6f2a1 c5-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



